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City University London’s Cass Business School is offering three new bursaries to individuals 
who, in addition to meeting the normal entrance criteria, can demonstrate they will use this 
opportunity to strengthen their organisation’s capacity to respond to the refugee crisis or 
contribute to the wider charitable sector’s response.  The students could be refugees 
themselves or UK/EU citizens working in the refugee sector. 
 
The new bursaries will cover the fees on the School’s specialist Charities Masters Programme, 
delivered by Cass Centre for Charity Effectiveness, and are open to those who have appropriate levels 
of experience and education.  

To be eligible for the three new Cass Refugee Bursaries candidates must have relevant experience 
working in a civil society organisation, or have been actively involved in the care and support for 
refugees, or be a refugee themselves.  They need to meet the English language requirements outlined 
by Cass, and have completed an undergraduate degree (although in exceptional cases this requirement 
can be waived).  All applicants must: 

 Complete the online application form, which includes information on previous education and 
professional experience, and attach a personal statement and CV. Bursary applications are 
only being accepted for the October 2016 intake.  

 Clarify in their personal statement why they are applying for the bursary, making clear what 
impact their learning will have for them, their organisation and for the sector more widely. 

 A panel will be considering your application for admission and the award of the bursary.  Please 
note that it can take 4 weeks to consider your application, but you should be prepared to wait 
up to 6 weeks in busy periods. 

Cass Business School will waive all fees for the two year study for three people, however we will be 
unable to make further contribution towards travel, study material or other expenses. 

Further questions should be addressed to Ute Spittler, Charities Programme Coordinator, at 
CharityApps@city.ac.uk or by telephone for an initial conversation +44(0)20 7040 5114. 

Candidate Criteria 

Candidates from charities or NGOs who have UK (or EU) citizenship can apply for bursaries without 
further consideration of immigration rules.  

We recognise that the rules are complex for new refugees in the UK who may have the challenge of 
being classed as international students. Sponsorship for a Tier 4 study visa would not be possible due 
to the part-time, modular teaching on the courses.  
 
While refugees coming through the asylum system are classified as home students, resettled refugees 
(including recent refugees from Syria) would be required to have three years’ residency in the UK before 
qualifying. In light of this the additional criteria for applicants are that they: 

 Have UK Refugee status or Humanitarian Protection status. 

 Are able to provide a letter from UK Government confirming refugee status or 
humanitarian status in the UK in their application for admission. 

 If necessary, provide evidence that they are in the UK as part of the UK Government's Syrian 
Vulnerable Persons Relocation Scheme for Syrian nationals ('SVPRS'),  and/or provide 
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evidence that their visa awarded as part of SVPRS permits full time study at the University e.g. 
a EU Unified Format Form (EUUFF) 

 Meet the English language condition for admission to study at Cass as soon as possible. 

Candidates will be assessed for the award of bursary by a Selection Panel consisting of at least three 
members. The assessment of your application will be based on the information provided in your 
personal statement submitted in your online application for admission.  Admission decisions are based 
on prior or predicted academic results, references, personal statements, prior experience and other 
relevant information. 

 


