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Economists believe that the amount people give is related to the ‘price of 
giving’ and that people will adjust their donations in line with the impact of tax 
changes both on their income and on the price of giving. Current (proposed and 
actual) changes in the environment for giving in the UK will affect both income 
and price:

 � Gift Aid A proposal has been put forward by charity representatives that the 
government let charities assume a certain proportion of donors to be taxpayers and 
have non‑taxpayers, or those unwilling to give tax‑efficiently, ‘opt out’ of the Gift Aid 
scheme. This is under consideration, along with other possible streamlining of the 
scheme.

 � Gift Aid and higher‑rate tax Another proposal is that charities rather than 
donors should receive the tax relief on Gift‑Aided donations currently paid back 
to the higher‑rate taxpaying donor. At present, higher‑rate taxpayers can claim for 
themselves the difference between the standard rate and the higher rate.

 � Top rate tax The future increase in the top rate of income tax to 50 per cent for those 
on incomes of over £150,000 announced in the Budget will have implications for both 
donor income and the price of giving. Some have seen the move as positive as it 
will reduce the price of giving and they expect this to stimulate more giving. Others 
are wary of the effect of the higher tax on donor incomes and how this might affect 
giving decisions.
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Executive summary

Aim of study

The aim of the study was to illuminate the scale and scope of philanthropy education in 
Europe today and highlight some of the key issues affecting the future development of 
the field. The study combines a mapping of educational provision with semi‑structured 
interviews with 18 philanthropy ‘stakeholders’.

The research addresses the following questions:

1 What is the scale and scope of teaching about philanthropy at European 
universities today? 

2 What are some of the perceptions of the needs, barriers and opportunities for the 
development of philanthropy education?

3 What are some of the implications of the data for a) the future development of 
philanthropy education in Europe and b) further research in this area. 

For the purposes of the research, philanthropy education is defined as ‘the study of, or 
training in, the history, theory and practice of private contributions of money or other 
resources with a primary goal to benefit the public good’.

Some key findings and insights were as follows:

Key findings: mapping1

There is an embryonic philanthropy education sector emerging across Europe. This can 
be seen in a range of geographies and universities, within academic disciplines and 
centres, and in (primarily) postgraduate teaching on the subject.

1 Geographic spread

Philanthropy education exists across Europe but is stronger in some regions and 
countries than others. Concentrations were most evident in Western European 
countries, especially the UK, Netherlands, Germany, Italy and France. Conversely, 
philanthropy education was virtually absent in northern Europe and in countries of the 
former Soviet Union, with the exception of Lithuania.

2 Disciplinary spread

Philanthropy education is dispersed across a number of disciplines in the social 
sciences and the arts and humanities. Business is the predominant discipline within 
which philanthropy is taught.

3 Educational level

Teaching about philanthropy primarily takes place at postgraduate level, in the form of 
individual elective courses and in the context of executive education.

1 An at‑a‑glance table of philanthropy education in Europe is presented on page 18 of the full report.
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4 Dedicated academic centres

The emergence of academic centres and chairs in philanthropy reflects a small but 
growing critical mass of philanthropy education in Europe.

Key findings: interviews

1 The importance of philanthropy:

 � Philanthropy has a growing role in public provision, including Higher Education.

 � Philanthropy’s importance to society increases the need for universities to build a 
knowledge base about philanthropy.

 � Philanthropy course instructors and foundations show an appetite for more 
systematic teaching and research about philanthropy. 

2 What should be taught about philanthropy:

 � Teaching about philanthropy should draw on expertise from multiple disciplines.

 � The imperative to provide vocational training for the philanthropy and non‑profit 
sector was urged by some, whilst others emphasised the need for a broader 
approach centred on the history, philosophy and ethics of philanthropy.

 � ‘Student philanthropy’ courses would be welcomed in Europe as an innovative 
approach to teaching, but there is scepticism about their fundability.

3 Barriers and opportunities for philanthropy education:

 � University leaderships have not prioritised philanthropy research or education to 
date.

 � Scholarship about philanthropy is not internally embedded or sufficiently valued in 
the academy. It frequently lacks academic and financial incentives or disciplinary 
rooting and student demand is unproven.

 � Philanthropists and foundations have traditionally shown limited interest in 
supporting philanthropy research, which some perceive as navel‑gazing or 
potentially raising awkward questions.

 � Philanthropic funders are showing a growing interest in philanthropy research, 
reflecting greater professionalisation, introspection and scrutiny, but foundation 
funding in this area could create conflicts of interest.

 � Philanthropy education presents multiple opportunities for universities, both at the 
institutional level – in terms of building donor relationships, understanding donor 
motivations and developing the skills of fundraisers – as well as at the scholarly level 
in terms of advancing academic knowledge.


